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27       THE FLAGELLANTS
Confraternities of flagellants grew up at different periods of excite-
ment or distress in the Middle Ages; in all cases they seem to have
finally drifted or been driven into unorthodoxy: see Fleury, Hist
EccUdastique, an. 1260, 1349, 1414; and Baluze, Vitas Paparum
Aventenensium, 1693, voL I. coL 483 (dancing mania). Like other
similar extremes, they were comparatively infrequent in England.
Robert of Avesbury, Hutoria Edwardi Tertii, ed. Hearne, 1720,
p. 179-
Of the Public Penitents. In this same year [of the Plague]
1349, about Michaelmas, more than six score men came
through Flanders to London, mostly from Zealand and
Holland. These scourged themselves twice a day in the
sight of the people, some in St Paul's cathedral and others
in other parts of the city; and this was the manner of their
penance. From the waist to the heels they were wrapped
in linen cloth, leaving all the rest of their body naked ; each
wore on his head a cap marked before and behind with a
red cross; each in his right hand bare a scourge with three
lashes, and in each lash one knot, from the midst whereof
stood out hither and thither sharp points like needles. Thus
then, in the midst of the procession, these penitents followed
one after the other, barefooted, lashing their bare and bleeding
bodies with these scourges aforesaid, while four of them sang
a chant in their own tongue, to which four others answered
at the end, after the fashion of a Christian Litany. Then, in
this procession, all together fell thrice to the ground, where
they lay with hands outstretched in the form of a cross,
chanting all the while as before; and at last each of these
prostrate penitents, stepping over his fellow, smote him with
the scourge there as he lay; and thus from one to the other,
from the first even unto the last; after which each clad
himself in his daily garb, and, with their caps still on their
heads, they returned to their lodgings. And this same
penance, it is said, they repeated every night also. .. :26,27                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     The Flagellants                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      259

27       THE FLAGELLANTS
Confraternities of flagellants grew up at different periods of excite-
ment or distress in the Middle Ages; in all cases they seem to have
finally drifted or been driven into unorthodoxy: see Fleury, Hist
EccUdastique, an. 1260, 1349, 1414; and Baluze, Vitas Paparum
Aventenensium, 1693, voL I. coL 483 (dancing mania). Like other
similar extremes, they were comparatively infrequent in England.
Robert of Avesbury, Hutoria Edwardi Tertii, ed. Hearne, 1720,
p. 179-
Of the Public Penitents. In this same year [of the Plague]
1349, about Michaelmas, more than six score men came
through Flanders to London, mostly from Zealand and
Holland. These scourged themselves twice a day in the
sight of the people, some in St Paul's cathedral and others
in other parts of the city; and this was the manner of their
penance. From the waist to the heels they were wrapped
in linen cloth, leaving all the rest of their body naked ; each
wore on his head a cap marked before and behind with a
red cross; each in his right hand bare a scourge with three
lashes, and in each lash one knot, from the midst whereof
stood out hither and thither sharp points like needles. Thus
then, in the midst of the procession, these penitents followed
one after the other, barefooted, lashing their bare and bleeding
bodies with these scourges aforesaid, while four of them sang
a chant in their own tongue, to which four others answered
at the end, after the fashion of a Christian Litany. Then, in
this procession, all together fell thrice to the ground, where
they lay with hands outstretched in the form of a cross,
chanting all the while as before; and at last each of these
prostrate penitents, stepping over his fellow, smote him with
the scourge there as he lay; and thus from one to the other,
from the first even unto the last; after which each clad
himself in his daily garb, and, with their caps still on their
heads, they returned to their lodgings. And this same
penance, it is said, they repeated every night also. .. :